
High on our Highways: 
Addressing the Emerging Threat of 
Drug-Impaired Driving



Overview
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ÅState of DUI in America

ÅMagnitude of the DUID problem

ÅMarijuana-impaired driving

ÅComplexities and challenges of the issue

ÅDUID policy and enforcement

ÅSupervision solutions/                                     
recommendations
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STATE OF DUI IN AMERICA
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Alcohol-Impaired Driving 

Fatalities (BAC=.08+)*

2013

95

(25%)

2014

108

(30%)

2015

115

(28%)

2016

95

(24%)

2017

85

( 24%)

Minnesota DUI Fatalities



Fatalities in Crashes Involving an Alcohol-Impaired 
Driver (BAC = .08+) by County for 2017



DUI and Incarceration
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ÅDUI cases involve 20% of all misdemeanor filings 
involving jail.

ÅIncarceration and sanctions have no positive long term 
impact on recidivism



Why have we made progress?

ÅPassage of laws to target multiple facets of the problem

ÅSustained and high visibility enforcement efforts

Å Identifying the countermeasures that work; evaluation and 
strengthening of programs 

ÅTargeting high-risk offenders

ÅAssessment and treatment 

ÅPublic education and awareness

ÅChanging societal norms
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DUID- THE MAGNITUDE OF THE PROBLEM
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Limitations in crash data 

ÅStates and  counties vary considerably in how they collect 
DUID data:

ïHow many drivers are tested?

ïWhat tests are used?

ïHow are test results reported?

ÅThe rate at which states test drivers involved in fatal crashes 
ranges from less than 10% to over 90%.

ÅFARS data merely reflects drug presence; it does not identify 
drug concentrations.
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